Eugenia Zambelli
Classe 5C
Liceo Classico G. Cevolani
FIT FOR JOB PROJECT
Riga, 27th September-3rd October 2015

1

My future plans
I am not sure yet about what I am going to do after high school. Surely I have to go to the
university since my high school diploma is not enough to start working straight after
graduation. For now, I have many ideas and dreams about my future job. For example,
since I was a child, I have always wanted to work for a scientific and naturalistic magazine
such as National Geographic. Being a journalist that works for that kind of magazine means
having the amazing opportunity to travel all around the world, meet people of different
cultures and languages, get to visit distant countries and see wonderful landscapes and
animals. I love traveling, meeting new people that have different lives and stories and I
believe that thisjob would perfectly suit my personality and my desires. In order to become
a journalist in an international environment, It would be better if I attended an university
in a English speaking country, for example England.
If I went to study Journalism and Literature in England, I would start working in a part-time
job to earn some money so I wouldn’t have to economically depend only on my parents. I
would like to work in a restaurant or in a pub because I think that it is an excellent way to
improve your English skills and to interact with people. Now in my school I’m studying to
take the C.A.E test; it is an English skills test to prove that I reached a C1 level in English,
which is required in most universities in the U.K.
In Italy I attend a school that is focused on classical subjects such as Ancient Greek, Latin
and Philosophy. It is really hard to keep up with all the homework and study but I’m
convinced that my school offers a very good education in the humanities, which will help
me a lot in my future plans of becoming a journalist.
Since learning new languages is very important nowadays to travel and to apply for jobs, I
would love to attend a Spanish or Portuguese course, which could help me to enrich my
c.v.

My strenghts

I think I have good communication and language skills and especially a good adaptability,
which I learnt during my Exchange program in Australia. I have been to Brisbane, in
Australia, for 5 months (July-December 2014) and this amazing experience has been very
useful to become more responsible and confident and to improve my English.

Exchange program

I took part in the exchange program in Riga (Latvia) from the 27th of September to the 3rd
of October 2015. We were six students from Liceo G. Cevolani in Cento, two (including me)
were 18 years old and the others were 17.
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Day 1
On the 27th of October we met the two teachers who accompanied us in Latvia at the
Bologna Airport at 4 in the morning. We flew from Bologna to Frankfurt (Germany) and
there, after one hour, we took off and flew to Riga. From the airplane windows, the first
impression of Latvia we had was that it is a very green country with lots of trees and very
few houses. We arrived at the Riga Airport at 13 and we were greeted by the Latvian
teachers of the school with the Latvian students who were going to host us for the whole
week. The girl who hosted me is called Julia, she is 17 and is very nice and kind. Julia, her
mother and I went to their house by taxi, they live 20 minutes far away from Riga Centre in
a big old house. After lunch, I went with Julia and her friend Alvis to Jurmala, which is on
the seaside and we had a wonderful afternoon walking on the beach, chatting and eating
icecream. The sunny weather was amazing, even though it was a bit windy. In the evening
we had dinner and then we watched a movie in English. I was really surprised when I found
out that in Latvia they don’t watch movies in Latvian because they don’t have Latvian voice
actors so they have to watch them in English.
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Day 2
On Monday we woke up, got ready and left home by 7.50 to catch the tram to go the
school. Luckily our house was close to the tram station. The journey on the tram, which
was always overcrowded, lasts about 20 minutes. We arrived at school at 8.15. The school,
called Riga State Gymnasium No.3) is in the centre of Riga and it is quite big. We met and
got to know the other Latvian and German students who partecipated in the project in the
library. After pplaying a game to get acquainte, we had been divided into small groups of 4
people and had an excursion around the school, guided by 2 Latvian girls. We saw the
classes, the swimming pool, the school canteen. In Italy in our school we don’t have
neither a swimming pool nor a school canteen so we were quite surprised. In the school
canteen they also have a little shop where you can buy note books, pencils and pens and I
believe it is really useful because it often happens to forget some of these objects. Then,
my small group went to follow a German lesson in class so we could see how lessons work
in Latvian schools. The approach is quite similiar to our lessons in Italy. At 11 we attended
an interesting presentation about Riga State Gymnasium No.3, made by Julia and an other
Latvian girl. At 11.30 we went to the canteen to have lunch. In Italy we are used to having
lunch at 13.30 so it was quite early for us but, however, we enjoyed it. There we met an
Italian Exchange student called Alberto who is going to stay in Riga for one year. We spoke
with him and he told us that studying there is really hard because Latvian is a difficult
language to learn. But he said he is trying hard and is enjoying his time, his host family and
the people there.
After lunch, we had a lecture about the State Employment Agency held by the president
Zigrida Luksa. I didn’t know anything about employment agencies before that presentation
so I found it interesting. Immediately after that, we had another presentation about Portal
prakse.lv, which is a website that helps young people to enter the world of work and to
apply for a job, by sendind them their c.v.’s. At 15.25 we visited Riga with some Latvian
students that acted as touristic guides and showed us the streets and monuments of Riga.
At 16.30 I caught the tram with Julia to get home.
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Day 3

On Tuesday we met at school at 8.20 like the day before and we went to the Riga Airport
by bus. First we had a small presentation about the airport, where a person told us some
facts on it. Then we went through the security check and had a bus ride in the airplanes
runaway while the same man explained how the airport and the airplanes work. It was
very interesting because I learnt that some things about airports that I took for granted
actually have a lot of work and effort behind them. After that, my small group went in a
room where we met Liona, the management director of the airport. She told us about her
job, how she got there, her typical day and the difficulties she comes across in her job.
Before becoming a director, she has worked in the airport for 15 years, doing different
jobs. (check-in agent, ticket agent, etc.) In this way, she got the chance to know very well
how the airport works. About her Job, she likes the fact that every day is different, she
meets different people. It is stressful and challenging but it is worth it. Some qualities that
are required to be a director are hard work, presentation skills, precision, broad view and
especially language skills (English skils are, obviously, required). This “interview” was useful
and inspiring at the same time because it gave us an idea of what being a management
director is like. Afterwards, we had another presentation made by a manager of Air Baltic,
the biggest and most important airline in the Baltics. Then, we had a presentation about
Hill+Knowlton, a Public Relations agency that makes relationships between companies and
society and promote clients. After lunch in the airport, we got back to the school, where
the was the Latvian cultural evening. In a class we played some games to get to know
better Latvian culture and it was really fun and interesting. Then, together we ate some
delicious typical Latvian food and chatted. We were very tired and Julia and I went back
home, where we relaxed and chilled.
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Day 4

On Wednesday we went to the University of Latvia in Riga to visit the faculty of Pedagogy,
Psychology and Art. There we had a presentation about the university and an excursion
around the building. We were idivded into small groups and each one did different
activities. My group went to the laboratory of a very kind smith who taught us to make a
ring by ourselves step by step. At the end, each one made a very simple ring and we were
all really satisfied. It was a good experience because I am not used to making objects with
my own hands. After that, we went to the laboratory of a painter where we had the
possibility to paint a vase with flowers with poster paint. It had been a long time since I
painted something and it was nice to do it again. Afterwards, we went to the Riga Stradins
University, Centre of Research & Organisation in Family Medicine Studies and visited all
the building. We had the wonderful opportunity to try to do the practice that young
medicine students do. For example, we tried to make a suture on fake plastic arms or to
make an injection. I would not like to study Medicine at the university but I reckon it was a
useful experience for the ones that want to become doctors in the future.
At 17 we were back to the school where there was the German and Italian cultural
evening. Both Germans and Italians made a presentation about their schools and cultures.
Then we looked up some songs on Youtube with lyrics that we could all sing together and
we had a lot of fun. After that, we had dinner and we ate the delicious pasta with tomato
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sauce that our Italian teachers cooked. Everyone appreciated it and we were pleased and
satisfied.

Painting
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Day 5
On Thursday we went on an excursion by bus to Sigulda and Cesis, where we visited some
old Medieval castles and had the opportunity to see the Latvian landscape on the
mountains. In the evening we had dinner in a nice self-service restaurant, where we ate a
lot of good food and chatted.
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Day 5

On Friday in the morning we prepared the presentations about the Job Shadowing Day on
Tuesday we had to present in the afternoon. At 10 we went to visit Techhub Riga, which is
an agency that rents computers, Internet and a place for people that have a project and
want to develop it. A man who works there told us his story and how after college he
applied for that job, the skills that are required and other things. After lunch at school, we
finalised our presentations and then we presented them in front of all the students
included in the project. Then we had a discussion about the Job Shadowing Day and
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everyone expressed their opinion. I believe that that experience has been very useful for
us young people who are thinking about universities and studies in the future and that we
should do something similiar in Italy as well. At 15 we received our certificates of
partecipation in the Job Shadowing Day and then we went with some Latvia students in
the city centre to hang out together for the last time before going back to Italy and then
we returned in our host families.

Day 6

Saturday was our last day in Riga. I had to pack my clothes and things and I spent my last
hours with Julia. At 11.30 we caught the bus to go to the airport where we met all the
other Italians and the teachers. The moment I had to say goodbye to Julia was really sad
but I made her promise to come to Italy to catch up in the future. I am really thankful for
what she did for me during that week and I am going to miss her very much. Our flight to
Frankfurt was at 14.15. At 18.20 we were back in Italy in the Bologna Airport where we
met our families and went back home.

Rating
I really enjoyed my time in Riga and I think that this experience has been very useful,
interesting and pleasant at the same time. We got the opportunity to visit a beautiful
country that not many people know and to meet lovely and nice people who were happy
to show us their culture and their daily life. Latvian people prove to be very active and
willing to work hard in order to realise their dreams and achieve their goals and I believe
that we have a lot to learn from them. In my opinion, also Liceo G. Cevolani should
organise some excursions for students to visit factories and companies of different type so
they could see with their own eyes what working actually means.
I was particularly struck by the way the school in Riga was equipped with a gym and a
swimming pool that were in a good condition and clean.
My English has improved a little and I also learnt some Latvian words, whereas Julia learnt
some Italian words. I will remember this experience forever and I hope the things I have
learnt during my stay in Riga will help me to make the right choice at the university.
Paldies! (It means “thank you” in Latvian)
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